562                                                 V.  I. LENIN
only if he fights against the annexation of Korea by Japan, and urges freedom for Korea to secede from Japan?
Kautsky's theoretical analysis of imperialism, as well as his economic and political criticism of imperialism, are permeated through and through with a spirit, absolutely irreconcilable with Marxism, of obscuring and glossing over the fundamental contradictions of (imperialism and with a striving to preserve at all cosits the crumbling unity
with opportunism in the European working-class movement.
i
X. THE PLACE OF IMPERIALISM IN HISTORY
We have seem that in its economic essence imperialism is monopoly capitalism. This in itself determines its place in -history, for .monopoly that grows out of the soil of free competition, and precisely out of free competition, is the transition from the capitalist system- to a higher social-economic order. We must take special -note of the four principal types of monopoly, or principal manifestations of * monopoly capitalism, which are characteristic of the epoch we are examining.
Firstly, monopoly arose out of a very high stage of development of the concentration of production. This refers to tihe monopolist capitalist combines, cartels, syndicates and trusts. We have seen the important part these play in present-day economic life. At the beginning of the twentieth century, monopolies had acquired complete supremacy in the advanced countries, and although the first ste-ps towards the formation of the cartels were first taken by countries enjoying the protection of high tariffs (Germany, America) ,Great Britam, with her system of free trade, revealed the same basic phenomenon, only a little lateor, namdy, Hhe birth of monopoly out of the concentration of production. Secondly, monopolies have stimulated the seizure of the most important sources of raw materials, especially for